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Chicago's Medicine Hat combines roots-rock and Americana, with a gritty attitude emphasizing substance over 
style. Creating a sound sometimes reminiscent of classic era Black Crowes, CCR or Crazy Horse, while giving a 
nod and wink to more recent artists such as The Drive-By-Truckers and Son Volt, the members of Medicine Hat 
long ago carved out their own niche, oblivious to trends or fads that fade away as soon as they appear.  

Despite delivering a decidedly “American” sound (and often taking strong social and political stances along the 
way), the band has nonetheless sold albums in such far away locales as England, Germany, Spain, and Japan.  
To be sure, however, The Hat are best experienced live, as they earned a reputation for their raucous, 
energetic performances in Chicago and throughout the Midwest.   

The act has proven to be a prolific studio juggernaut throughout their decade-plus career.  With two initial 
releases under their belt between 2004 and 2006, their third album, State Of The Union, was released to fine 
reviews in Chicago print and radio.  A record built around various statements concerning America in the 21st 
century, SOTU felt like a concept album minus the pretension that often accompanies such compositions.  The 
single “Downtown Vampires” was voted one of the top songs by a Windy City act in 2006 courtesy of WXRT 
Radio host Richard Milne, further cementing the band’s keen knack for strong, sharp songwriting and tight 
studio performances.     

In July, 2008, the band released their fourth album, Blood and Bone, a two-part record which pushed the 
band's limits even further while solidifying their position in the Windy City music scene as a band hell-bent on 
doing things their own way.  

After an extended hiatus beginning in 2010, the band re-formed in early 2014, and the summer of 2016 saw 
the release of the band’s fifth album, Full Moon Fables.  The record was the band’s most cohesive to date, 
with tunes like “Thin Man” receiving radio play in Chicago and the ‘burbs, as well as the usual positive critical 
reviews. 
 
Following the obligatory COVID-induced break, the band has ramped things up again; in April, 2022, “The Hat” 
welcomed the wonderfully talented young singer/songwriter/guitarist Rachel Jost into the fold.  Musically 
(especially vocally), the band has never sounded better…which is really quite a feat given its accomplished 
history.  To wit…   
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Medicine Hat has received radio exposure in and around the city of Chicago, and, in addition, has received 
favorable press in both local and national publications… 
 

❖ WXRT (93.1 FM) in Chicago has consistently played the band on the station’s “Local Anesthetic” 
showcase.  College radio around the city and the Midwest have also spun “The Hat”, as well. 

 
❖ WXRT also voted “Downtown Vampires”, from the band’s third album, State Of The Union, as one of 

the best songs of the year 2006 by a Chicago artist, joining Wilco and Umphrey’s McGee on said list.   
 

❖ Listener Station (www.listenerstation .com) selected the band’s song “Highway Run” to be part of its 
national radio marketing campaign.  Band members recorded voice-overs for these spots, which 
helped advertise both Medicine Hat and Listener Station to radio listeners across the country. 

 
❖ “This Town”, from the band’s sophomore album  Hymns and Curses From the Heartland, won 

‘honorable mention’ in the 2005 Nashville Songprize international songwriting competition, finishing in 
the top ten in the worldwide contest.  The song finished first in the Americana category. 

 
❖ Terrence Flamm of the Illinois Entertainer wrote “…Medicine Hat’s tales of life on the road have an 

authentic rural feel…”, and that the band “…evokes the energetic roots-rock of Steve Earle.” 
 

❖ "More authentic, more rockin', and definitely more deserving of a Rolling Stone cover than Britney 
Spears.” - GENEVIEVE WILL, Indie-Music.com 

 
❖ "Medicine Hat is perhaps the poor man's Calexico, The Replacements drinking whiskey, or The 

Magnolia Electric Company listening to pop music."  -  SHUT EYE RECORDS, Atlanta, Georgia 
 

❖ Atlanta, Georgia's Shut Eye Records selected Medicine Hat’s “Saint In Tattered Clothes” to be featured 
on their The United State of Americana, Vol. 3 compilation album.   
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